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To Ruby Hass, 61-year-old mother of 
Secret Service agent Larry M. Buen- 
dorf, his swift move to protect the 
President seemed typical of the son 
she raised. 

“He always put others before him- 
self,” Mrs. Hass recaUed after hearing 
that her son had forestalled an appar- 
ent attempt to assassinate President 
Ford. “He’s very capable and conscien- 
tious about his work.” 

Mrs. Hass heard the news while 
working at her job as a checkout clerk 
in a supermarket in Wells, Minn., 
where Buendorf was born 37 years ago. 

It was the most exciting event in a 
long time for the town of 2,700 near 
the Iowa border. Friends and neigh- 
bors paraded to Schulenberg’s Super 
Valu Store to congratulate Mrs. Hass. 

“At first there was a flutter. Then I 
was reassured that he was all right, 
and now I just feel very, very proud,” 
Mrs. Hass said, trying to recall her 
feelings as details of the incident 
reached her. 

Mrs. Has s said Larry, the third of 
four children, “sort of took over for 
the family” after his father died in 
1954. “He put himself through college,” 
she said, graduating from the state 
university at nearby Mankato. His 
mother remarried in 1960. 

Buendorf spent the next four years 
after graduation in the Navy, primarily 
as a pilot stationed aboard the aircraft 
carrier Kitty Hawk. 

A three-letter high school athlete 
and a football player at Mankato State, 
Buendorf briefly taught business edu- 
cation and coached high school sports 
in Blue Earth,- Minn., before becoming 
a civilian employee in naval intelli- 
gence. 

Buendorf joined the Secret Service 
in 1970, working first in the Chicago 
office. After guarding Democratic vice 
presidential candidate Thomas F. 
Eagleton and Sargent Shriver during 


the 1972 campaign, he joined the select 
Presidential Protective Division at the 
White House. 

Because of his skiing ability, Buen- 
dorf has frequently been assigned to 
guard President Ford on skis during 
.his Colorado vacations. 

Marie Johnson, Buendorf s aunt and 
godmother, was one of Mrs. Hass’ call- 
ers during the afternoon. She told a re- 
porter that Buendorf rarely talks 
about his work and hardly looked like 
a Secret Service agent during a recent 
two-week vacation there. 

When her godson wore his cutoff 
bluejeans, “‘you’s never think he had 
that sort of a job,” said Mrs. Johnson. 

Buendorf, who is divorced, accompa- 
nied President Ford last month on his 
two-day speaking trip in three mid- 
western states, then stayed behind 
when Mr. Ford returned to Vail, Colo. 
His 10-year-old daughter, Kimberly, 
joined him in Minnesota. 

Earlier in the summer, Kimberly 
and her father • had their pictures 
taken with President Ford at the 
White House. Press aides, citing Secret 
Service policy against identifying 
agents, refused to release the picture. 

Kimberly spends most of the year 
with her mother, who has remarried 
and lives in Chicago. Buendorf, who 
lives in Springfield, Va., also remar- 
ried recently but is separated from his 
second wife. 

Another proud family member was 
Buendorf’s brother, William, 41, vice 
president of the Minnesota Savings 
League. Only a few week's ago, William 
said, his brother was talking about the 
constant strain on those who guard the 
President. 

“He was saying he wondered how he 
would react if President Ford’s life 
were directly threatened,” William 
said. “He asked himself whether he 
would throw his body in front of a bul- 
let or just how quickly he would react. 
Evidently his reaction today was just 
as fast as it needed to be.” 


